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Natalia Molchanova (RUS)

The best freediver in the World, seven time World Champion with seven World Records (in time, depth and distance).  

Current Freediving World Records:
DYN - Dynamic with Fins: 205 m (2007, Slovenia)

DNF - Dynamic without Fins: 149 m (2007, Slovenia)

STA - Static Apnea: 8 min 0 sec (2007, Slovenia)

Personal best:
CWT - Constant Weight: 88,2 m

FIM - Free Imersion: 80 m

CNF - Constant Weight without Fins: 60 m

Cedric Verdier (FRA)
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Cedric Verdier is a PADI Course Director and a Trimix Open Circuit or Rebreather Instructor Trainer for IANTD, PSAI, ANDI, DSAT and TDI.  He spends most of his time teaching cave and mixed-gas rebreather courses at the diver and instructor level.  He has written 8 books and more than 150 articles about diving. 

Marquee Expeditions conducted and deep wrecks dived:

· HIJMS YAMASHIRO in the Philippines, a Japanese battleship at 196m / 643fsw. 

· S/S NATAL in France, a French Cruise Liner at 116m / 380fsw 

· PROTEE in France, a French Submarine at 127m / 416fsw 

· HMS MANCHESTER in Tunisia, a British Cruiser at 82m / 270fsw 

Carl Spencer (UK)
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Carl Spencer leader of the Britannic 2003 expedition. He has been involved with several marquee projects and television productions, Many of the projects have been some of the most groundbreaking and successful combining several technologies; Submersibles, ROV and manned SCUBA/Technical Diving.

Marquee Expeditions conducted and deep wrecks dived:

· RMS Titanic (3,784m) 2003 & 2005 

· HMHS Britannic (120m) 2003 & 2006,

· RMS Carpathia (156mtr) 2007 

· Midget Submarine X5 (Joint Royal Navy Expedition; Arctic)
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Ciril Mlinar Cic (SLO)
Ciril Mlinar works for the Natural History Museum of Slovenia’s NAVIS Centre, where he runs the video and photo-documenting department.
Ciril is an underwater and cave photography and film specialist, filming several movies and TV shows about these topics. He received many awards for his work on various festivals, contests and championships at home and abroad. For instance, in Lienz in 1986, he received the Hans Hass gold medal for the “Cave Diving” movie, he received the silver medal in the CMAS 50 Judges Contest for his photograph in 1993 and in 1999 in the Hasselblad Super Circuit Photography Showroom one of his photographs was nominated one of the 150 most beautiful nudes in the world.
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Enzo Maiorca (ITA)

Enzo Maiorca , a native Italian, is a famous pioneer of free diving and a holder of several world records in this extreme sport.
In 1960, Enzo Maiorca, who had dominated apnea for some thirty years, made his first record reaching the bottom at a depth of -45 metres. In 1961 he was the first to get to the fateful threshold of 50 meters despite the predictions of the medical science at that time according to which a man's chest at that depth would crush. His strongest rival was Jacques Mayol. For twenty years their battles of records of -105 meters (Mayol) and -101 meters (Maiorca), drived the progress of free diving. For modern divers they are two mythological giants of this elitistic and little known sport. 
Maiorca held 13 world records in the "No Limits" class of free diving between 1960 and 1974.
His rivalry with French diver Jacques Mayol was fictionalized in the 1988 Luc Besson film The Big Blue.
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Tom Turk, PhD (SLO)
Tom Turk (1959) has a Ph.D. in biology, he is a professor and Vice Dean of the Biology department at the Biotechnical Faculty.

He started in underwater photography in the early year of 1986. He is a distinctly biologically-oriented photographer and author of the book Animal World of the Adriatic Sea (1996), which is undoubtedly the basic Slovenian work in this field. He participated at the World Championship twice as assistant and captain. 
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Stracimir Gosovic, Md, PhD (CRO) 
Stracimir Gosovic is the founder, and was for many years the director of the Department for Underwater and Hyperbaric Medicine of the Naval Medical Institute in Split, Croatia. He is fonder of contemporary underwater and hyperbaric medicine on the area of ex Yugoslavia. He started with hyperbaric medicine as a scientific and medico-clinical discipline in 1969 and with contemporary deep diving activity including open sea saturation diving in 1977. In this time between modern navies before Yugoslav Navy saturation diving technology accepted and practiced only US Navy and Marin National Français. He also organized modern Submarine Rescue Service and Training Center 1982. in Divulje (Split). 
During his very long professional career he wrote and published near 120 professional and scientific papers and nearly ten books as single author and participates in writing more than then book, manuals and university textbooks. Among which he wrote Ronjenje u Sigurnosti (“Safe Diving”), 500 pages. 
This book went through 5 updated and expanded editions in Croatian language during the period 1971-1991. The Safe Diving was also published in English, in 1993, by Best Publishing Company, Flagstaff, Arizona, USA. He  have also published in Croatian Military and Professional Diving Manual, 1997, circa 700 pages and Fundamentals of Naval and Underwater Medicine with Protection of Respiratory System, 2000, 194 pages.
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Prof. Dusan Kuscer, PhD (SLO)

In the year 1937 Prof. Dusan Kuscer together with his brother and colleagues from the „Racani“ group was the first Slovene and at that 
period also the first Yugoslav who looked under water with a home-made diving equipment, consisting of a clumsy helmet (idea for it came from the book of W. Beebe "Beneath the Tropic Seas"), a long air pipe and a hand driven pump, used to provide air from the raft to the diver below the sea.. Two years later, they replaced the helmet with a home-made mask, made out of a car's inner tube. The air was pumped through the pipe directly into the diver's mouth.

They wished to present the beauty of the undersea world to the public – the first underwater photographs were made in 1938 already. With this they are set side by side with the famous Prof. Hans Hass.

At first just curious seeking of the submarine world soon grew into a serious research work which in that period discovered many secrets (e.g. Karst wells at the shore). Their pioneer dives are well described in the booklet „Undersea walks“, which will be reissued in the beginning of 2008.
One of the Prof. Kuscer's achievements is also the first watertight photographic camera casing for Zeiss Ikon format 24 x 24 mm, made in 1952. In the same year he successfully took the first colour diapositives with it.
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Peter J. Denoble, Md,  DSc. (USA)
Petar J. Denoble, M.D., D.Sc. is a Senior Research Director for DAN.  He received his medical degree from Zagreb University Medical School in 1974. In 1978 he became Diving Medical Officer in Navy of former Yugoslavia where he completed postgraduate training in naval and diving medicine.   Since 1982 through 1991 he was a diving medicine specialist and researcher at Naval Medical Institute in Split, Croatia. He was involved with development of rebreathers, technical diving, saturation diving, treatment of diving illness and hyperbaric medicine. In 1991 he obtained a doctoral degree (thesis: The 
predictors of efficiency in underwater swimming using oxygen-rebreathing apparatus). In 1992 Dr. Denoble joined DAN as a researcher in dive safety.  He is currently the touchstone at DAN for Project Dive Exploration and the DAN Injury and Fatality Database.  He coordinates development of software tools for data collection, management and analysis within DAN Research and coordinates standardization of data with dive computer manufacturers.
Professor Zeljko Dujic, MD, PhD (CRO)
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Academic Degrees: 
1983: M.D., University of Zagreb School of Medicine, Croatia 

1986: Ph-D. in physiology, Medical College of Winsconsin, Winsconsin, USA 

Scientific activities 
Scientific interests: cardiorespiratory, diving and exercise physiology. 

PhD thesis: The effect of morphine on acetylcholine release and ganglionic sympathetic transmission, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, SAD, 1986. 

Other activities
1. Nostrification of the medical degree for the practical work in USA in 1994 (USMLE exam) 

2. Member of committees for professorship in physiology at the Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, USA and Medical School, University of Trondheim, Norway (2003). 
Christian R. Gutvik MSc. (Norway)

Member of NTNU – The Norwegian University of Science and Technology will present latest diving tables Copernicus.
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